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Gary
Wells

hazardous for

me. It's hazard-

ous for the guys

who are crippled

or dead. Crash-

\ ing is something
anyone can do,

\ but racing is
what | do.”

Champion Motorcycle Racer

T 14 YEARS OLD, GARY WELLS WAS PERCHED ATOPF A giant
ramp, revyving the engine of is pew motorcyche, Sining between Wiells

; nker cars that he needed 1o clear be-
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jumps that carmed him worldwide popularity and & apat alongside

the renownsed

w51, the part-time Valley resident and

Sonorn Desert adventurist tells PHROENIY magazine that his career as a champion moter-

-I'!'!.'l.'li.li‘l Is far from over, And he } T.I'IlF'It'!,' nal h.|r!,' aboat his disdain ST e 1Eors or liis
diesire to lu w RY park in Moxico, apthy named EN Gringa Loco - Spanish

fior “Thie Cracy White Guy."

How did it feel working with the
legendary Evel Knievel?

Thers was no “working® with Evel. Hao
was totally inferior. The man could not
ride a motoroycle. He crashed every time
he o, and his kid does the same thing,
He's a stunimang ['m & world champlon, a
warld-class motorcycle rider: I've beaten
the bBest in the world, The jumping was
just o way to showeaso my talent.

Did you ever feel like Knlevel's
celebrity shadow was tough to escape?

Buw, 1"'m thee beest in the world, and 1 can
whoop anybody out there, [Enievel's] just a
puy who said a lot and did very litthe. I'm a
puy whein I-'|.|'|||_'.| "] |l_|-1 .|=|l'||:| 1_||1i VN Mone,

What drew you to such
a hazardous job?

It's ot hazardous for me, It's hazard-
ous for the guys who are erippled or dead.
Crashing is something anyone can do, but
h:ll:'llhﬂ |s what [ do. | know “':Ihi"'E bt mo-
torsports.

If you could choose a different career
pa.i:h. what would it ba?

I would stick to racing. It was worth 5o
conts when | started it Now it's nothing to
become a millionakine,

What Eoos thrnug}s your rine q_il.l.t'ing
the most dangerous jumps?

It just concentration. It doeant mat-
ter if'it’s 3o-car jumps or jumping a ditch in
the desert. It's not a gamae. | valwe my life as
much ns anyone else = probably more,

When you violently crashed during
a 1980 jump at Cavsars Palace in Las
Vegas, did you think it was over for
Gary Wells?

The actual landing was & fraction of a
gocond and it was over. What 1 did da, and

w lifie, wais [ rolled off the hike and

gave me loss impact, Otherwise 1 would
have been decapitated. | would have becn
i headless motoreycle ider laving thore on
Lhis Eroanmd,

When will you stop making jumps?
1 have ni idea, | was the youngest to ever
do it and I plan on being the oldest.

What's the idea behind your new
business in Mexico?

1 rl.'-tlr}' want o show people the Sonomn
Desert. Theres 40 mibles of virgin beach and
it's nbsolutely spectacular. You can check it
ot al gurryreiicooe, Come on down and hang
out with EI (irfage Loco - the Crazy White Guy

and enjoy the happiness of the beach,
— fterviciovd by David L Cieslok
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